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Rulebook controls all decisions regarding contests. The comments in this manual and in training materials are intended to give guidance but are not rules.


Since each speech contest is a public event, it should be planned carefully and conducted professionally. As contest chairman, it is your responsibility to see that this is done. You must plan the contest budget, make room and audio arrangements, conduct a pre- and post-contest publicity program, and see that all bills for the event are promptly paid.





 You must make sure each speaker is eligible to compete and is�familiar with the contest rules, that audiovisual equipment is working,�that judges, timers, and counters are briefed on their duties, that bal-�lots are counted carefully, and that awards are presented to the winners�in a ceremony that will make them proud. Although you may have a�committee to help you with these tasks, it is still your responsibility to�make sure they are done.





To help you carry out these responsibilities, we've arranged a checklist�for you to follow. By completing each item on the list you insure a fair�speech contest and an enjoyable event for everyone.





The speech contest is a tradition in Toastmasters International.�Each year thousands of Toastmasters compete for the coveted�title of "World Champion of Public Speaking," which is decided at the�International Convention in August. The competition begins with�club contests, and winners compete upward through the area, division,�district, regional, and International levels.


The Toastmasters speech contest has three purposes:


To provide an opportunity for proficient speakers and those�Toastmasters who are interested in competitive speaking to gain�contest experience.


To provide an interesting educational program for Toastmasters and the�general public. This program can create a community awareness of the�opportunities in the Toastmasters program.


To provide an opportunity to those Toastmasters who are not participating in the contest to learn by observing proficient speakers.


This booklet will help you, the contest chairman, prepare for and�conduct a speech contest that will fulfill these purposes, whether it be�at the club, area, division, district, regional, or International level.�The booklet is specifically for the International Speech Contest, but�may be adapted for other speech contests. The Speech Contest
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(NOTE: It is a copyright violation to put the TI logo on materials not purchased from World Headquarters).�2. Order the following contest material from World Headquarters�as necessary: • Speaker's Certification of Eligibility and Originality (1183) • Time Record Sheet and Instructions for Timers (1175) • Judge's Guide and Ballot (1172) • Counter's�Tally Sheet (1176) • Tiebreaking Judge's Ballot (1188) • and Biographical Data Sheet (1189). For Regional and International�contests, order Contestant's Previous Speech Outline (1185) and Qualifying Judge's Sheet (1186).


Select the chief judge. (The chief judge also selects a tiebreaking judge known only to the chief judge, and selects contest judges, counters, and timers. The chief judge also appoints qualifying judges for the regional and International contests.�See "Requirements and Duties of Contest Officials" for guidelines�for selection of judges.) The chief judge should conduct the





Preparation


Determine the budget for the contest, remembering that contest�income and expenses should break even. Allow for such expenses�as awards, contest material (see below), deposits, meals, printing,�and postage, etc.


Select a place and time for the speech contest and coordinate the�selection with the proper Toastmasters officers. For Regional and�International contests, coordinate with Toastmasters International's�World Headquarters.


Determine agenda for the contest (see appendix).


Arrange for the supplies and services required for the event.�Consult Put On a Good Show (220) for information on conducting�a large public meeting.


1. Order certificates of participation for all contest speakers, and order trophies for the winners from World Headquarters








Pre-Contest Briefings


Verify the presence of all contestants and pronunciation of their�names. (NOTE: You also will conduct a brief informal interview with�each contestant at the conclusion of the contest.)


Draw for speaking positions.


Have the chief judge review Time Record Sheet and Instructions for�Timers (1175) with timers and speakers.


Instruct contest judges to sit close to the contest area in case of an�outside disturbance or malfunctioning technical system.


• Review Speech Contest Rules (1171) with speakers.


Have chief judge review Judge's Guide and Ballot (1172) and�speaking area with contest judges.


Acquaint contestants with the exact speaking area, such as lectern,�tables, lighting, microphone, etc. All contestants shall have the�opportunity to test any amplifying equipment before the contest.


Brief the chief counter (usually the chief judge) and have him�brief three other counters, using the Counter's Tally Sheet (1176).


Have the chief judge brief qualifying judges in the use of


the Contestant's Previous Speech Outline (1185) and Qualifying�Judge's Sheet (1186) for Regional and International speech�contests only.





"Speech Contest Judges Training Program" for all contest judges to�ensure the judges understand their responsibilities and use of the�Judge's Guide and Ballot.


Notify the officials of the time and place of the contest and pre-�contest briefings. (Allow ample time, e.g., two weeks for club con-�test and six weeks for International).


Notify the contestants of the time and place of the contest and pre-�contest briefing two to six weeks before the contest (see appendix�for sample letter). Mail an information packet to each contestant at�this time. The packet consists of:


Speech Contest Rules (1171)


Biographical Data Sheet (1189)


Speaker's Certification of Eligibility and Originality (1183)


Contestant's Previous Speech Outline (1185) (for Regional and�International contests only).


Promote the contest in your community by sending news releases�to the media [consult "Let the World Know" (1140), available from�World Headquarters].


Insure that each contestant is eligible under the contest rules before�the contest, and notify contestants of disqualification if necessary.�[Eligibility requirements are listed in the International Speech�Contest Rules (1171) and may not be changed. Eligibility of each�contestant must be verified before each contest in which he or she�competes. Call World Headquarters for assistance in verifying con-�testants' membership.) A member must maintain eligibility at all�levels of any contest. If at any level it is discovered that a contestant�was ineligible to compete at any previous level, the contestant must�be disqualified, even if the ineligibility is not discovered until a�later level and has been corrected.
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Contest





■ Upon completion of the speeches, ask judges to complete their bal-�lots. All judges will deliver the first, second, and third place results�as quickly as possible. Have counters collect the ballots and the�chief judge collect, check, and verify the Time Record Sheets from�timers (and Qualifying Judges Sheets from qualifying judges at the�Regional and International contests), and ask them to leave the�room to tabulate the results.


All Judge's Guide and Ballots, Counter's Tally Forms, and Time�Record Sheets are considered confidential.


Give all forms to the chief judge for disposal.


Keep a list showing placement of all contestants in case the�winner or alternate cannot compete at the next level.





Open the contest with a brief introduction. Inform the audience:�a) that the rules have been reviewed with the chief judge and�contestants; b) of the speaking order of the contestants; c) that�the contestants have been informed of the location of the timing�lights; and d) that the taking of photographs during the speeches�is not permitted.


Introduce each contest speaker.


Do not make preliminary remarks about any speaker or the�subject, nor mention the name or location of the speaker's�Club or place of residence.


Announce each contestant's name and speech title twice,�slowly and clearly.


Allow one minute of silence between speeches to permit the�judges to complete their notes. Do not comment on the�speeches or on any of the contestants.








regarding originality or eligibility prior to that�announcement before the meeting at which the contest took place�is adjourned. Before a contestant can be disqualified on the basis of�originality, the contestant must be given an opportunity to respond�to the judges. A majority of the judges must concur in the decision�to disqualify. The contest chairman can disqualify a contestant on�the basis of eligibility.


Prior to announcing results, the chairman should announce if time�disqualification(s) occurred, but not name the contestant(s)�involved. The chief judge may discuss the matter privately with the�disqualified contestant(s). In contests with five or more participants, announce a third place winner (if wanted), second place�winner, and first place winner. In contests with four participants or�less, announce a second place winner and first place winner.�Announcement of contest winners is final unless the list of winners�is announced  incorrectly, in which case the chief judge, ballot�counters, or timers may immediately interrupt to correct the error.�In closing, thank all who helped make the contest a success.





Interview each speaker.


At the conclusion of the contest speeches and while the results�are being tabulated, introduce the contestants again, giving�the club, area, and district they represent, and present their�certificates of participation. A short interview may be con-�ducted at this time, using the contestant's biographical information as a guide.


NOTE: The contest chairman may appoint a Toastmaster to�perform any one or all of the chairman's duties listed above.


Collect the contest results from the chief judge.�Address any protests. Protests are limited to judges and contestants.�Any protest will be lodged with the chief judge and/or contest�chairman prior to the announcement of the winner and alternate(s). The contest chairman shall notify the contestant of a disqualification





Post Contest
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Send news releases (and photographs, if possible) to each winner's�community newspaper and company publication, if applicable.�Make sure all bills pertaining to the contest are paid promptly.





After the contest secure the name, address, and phone number�of the winner and second-place winner (see appendix for form).�Give this information to the contest chairman of the next contest�or to World Headquarters for district and regional contests.





of Contest Officials





Requirements and Duties
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Counters


Three counters should be appointed by the chief judge acting as�chief counter.


At the conclusion of the contest speeches, counters collect the�sealed ballots from the judges. The counters will leave the room�and post each speaker's points on the Counter's Tally Sheet (1176)�previously prepared for that purpose. Counters will count all bal-�lots twice to insure accuracy.


In posting the points, counters will allow three points for first�place, two points for second place, and one point for third place.�Any ballot which does not specifically designate first, second,�and third places, or which does not contain the names of three�speakers, cannot be counted.





Timers


Two timers are to be appointed by the chief judge. One is provided�with a stopwatch, and the other with a timing device that displays�green, amber and red colors.


The timing device must be in full view of each contestant.


The timer with the stopwatch maintains and delivers to the chief�judge the written record of elapsed time of the speeches on the�Time Record Sheet and Instructions for Timers (1175).


The timer managing the timing device follows the procedure out-�lined in Time Record Sheet and Instructions for Timers (1175).








•	At the district or division level contests, there should be at least


seven judges or equal representation from the areas composing the  district or division. Furthermore, no judge shall be a�member of the club represented by a contestant.


•	At the regional or International contests, there should be at


least nine judges or equal representation from the districts�or regions respectively.* Furthermore, no judge shall be a�member of the club represented by a contestant.�Additionally, at the International contest, a judge should�not be from any contestant's district.


2. Duties are to select a first, second, and third place winner from�among the contestants of a speech contest.


■	Qualifying Judges


1.	Requirements


Five qualifying judges are needed at the regional and�International contests.


Any contestant receiving three or more disqualifying votes�shall be eliminated from the contest.


2.	Duties are to determine that the speech presented is entirely�new and different (regional and International contests only).�Copies of the speaker's previous district speech outline will be�provided by the chief judge at the regional level. Copies of the�speaker's district and regional speech outlines will be provided�by the chief judge at the International contest.


■	Tiebreaking Judge


Requirement is that the identity of the tiebreaking judge will be�known only to the chief judge.


Duties


Ranks all contestants numerically on the special Tiebreaking�Judge's Ballot, with the winner as #1, second-best as #2, etc.


Submits sealed ballot to the chief judge, who will open it�and count it only in the event of a tie by the contest judges.


3.	In the event of a tie in any of the three places, the contestant�who ranks higher on the Tiebreaking Judge's Ballot will be�awarded the contested place; the other tying contestant will�be awarded the next lower place, if any. No place higher than�the tying position will be affected. (For example, if the tie�occurs in second place, the tying contestant ranking higher on�the Tiebreaking Judge's Ballot will be awarded second place.�The other tying contestant will be awarded third place.


First place is unaffected.)


*   Maintaining equal representation, the number of judges�may be increased.





Judges


■	Chief Judge


Appoints and counsels contest judges (including qualifying�judges at the regional and International contests), counters,�timers, and a secret tiebreaking judge. The chief judge does not�vote unless appointed as a voting judge.


Distributes an information package to each contest judge�before the contest. This package consists of:


a.	List of contestants


b.	Judge's Guide and Ballot (1172)


c.	Contest Rules (1171)


3.	Provides judges with a brief pre-contest orientation including�the following steps:


Review of the Speech Contest Rules


Review and explanation of the judging form


Reminder not to consider timing as a judging criterion


An admonition against bias of any kind


Review the speaking area


Reminder that failure to comply with any rules should be�taken into consideration when judging.


Acting as chief counter, appoints three assistant counters and�provides them with a posting sheet.


Provides a stopwatch to timer.


Oversees counting process. Sees that all ballots are counted�twice to insure accuracy.


For regional and International contests, supplies qualifying�judges with copies of the completed Speaker's Certification of�Eligibility and Originality (1183), Qualifying Judge's Sheet


(1186), and Contestant's Previous Speech Outline (1185)�(District outline for the regional contests; district and regional�speech outlines for the International contest).


8.	Provides a list showing placement of all contestants to the con-�test chairman.


■	Contest Judges


1. Qualifications


•	The judges should be members in good standing. Insofar as�practical, all judges at area, division, district, region, and�International speech contests should have been a�Toastmasters member in good standing since July 1 of the�previous year and have completed at least six Competent�Communication manual projects. In addition, if practical,�at regional and International contests, judges should be


at least an Advanced Toastmaster Bronze or Advanced�Communicator Bronze and have previously judged a�Toastmasters speech contest at area, division, district,�or regional level.


•	Where practical at area and division contests, judges�should be selected from clubs or areas not represented by�a contestant. If this is not practical and given each club or�area sending a contestant also sends a judge, the chief judge�shall carefully brief the judges on the importance of not�showing bias in the judging procedure. All judges shall judge�all contestants.








Appendix
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INTERVIEW OF CONTESTANTS


(IN ORDER OF SPEAKING)





ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS &�ANNOUNCEMENTS


PRESENTATION OF AWARDS	


CLOSING CEREMONIES (IF APPROPRIATE)	


Note: Do not include speech titles or contestants' educational levels or Club/Area/Division affiliations.





Suggested Agenda for a Speech Contest and Banquet





WELCOME


INVOCATION OR THOUGHT FOR THE DAY


INTRODUCTIONS - HEAD TABLE	


DINNER


PROGRAM EXPLANATION - MASTER OF CEREMONIES	


REMARKS BY CHIEF JUDGE ____________________________________________________________________________________________________


CONTEST	Speaker








This sample letter is one method of informing contestants about an upcoming speech contest The letter should be sent to each contestant at least two�weeks before the contest


Mr. John Doe��


Dear John:


Sincere congratulations for winning your (club, area, or district contest as applicable). The purpose of this letter is to acquaint you with the procedure�for the next contest in which you will be participating. It is important that you send me the information desired prior to (date).


The contest will be held at:


City:	


Location:	


Date:	


Time:	:	


It will follow the rules in the attached Toastmasters International Speech Contest Rules (1171). The contest begins after the banquet (if applicable).�A briefing about the contest and drawing of speech position will be held at:





�


At the conclusion of the contest, the contest chairman will interview each contestant. The purpose of this informal interview will be to acquaint the�audience with the speakers.





If you have any questions please contact me.��





Speaker's Certification of Eligibility and Originality





TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL
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* To be eligible to compete in any International, Evaluation, Humorous, Tall Tales, and Table Topics speech contests, an individual must be a�Toastmaster in good standing of a club in good standing. For the International Speech Contest a contestant must also have completed at least six�speech projects in the Competent Communication manual prior to the club contest; this requirement is waived only for a charter member of a club�chartered since July 1. The club must be officially chartered prior to the area contest.


The following are ineligible for competition in any speech contest: incumbent international officers and directors or candidates for these offices; district officers (district governor, immediate past district governor, any lieutenant governor, secretary, treasurer, public relations officer, division governor, or area governor) whose terms expire June 30; district officers or announced candidates for the term beginning the upcoming July 1; presenters�of educational sessions at the area, division, and district event at which the contest will be held. An individual may not be a judge at any level for a�contest in which they are still competing. For the International Speech Contest, presenters of educational sessions at regional conferences and/or the�International Convention as well as past first place winners at the international level may not compete at any level.


For the International Speech Contest, Toastmasters who are members in more than one club and who meet all other eligibility requirements may compete in each club contest in which membership in good standing is held. However, should they win more than one club contest, they can represent only one of the clubs at the area level. No contestant can compete in more than one area contest, even if the two areas are in different divisions or different districts.


For Evaluation, Humorous, Tall Tales, and Table Topics contests, Toastmasters who are members in more than one club and who meet all other eligibility requirements may compete in each club contest in which membership in good standing is held. However, should they win more than one club�contest, they can represent only one of the clubs at the area level. No contestant can compete in more than one area contest, even if the two areas are�in different divisions.


Contestants must maintain eligibility at all levels of any contest. If at any level it is discovered that a contestant was ineligible to compete at any previous level, the contestant must be disqualified even if the ineligibility is not discovered until a later level and has been corrected.


Note: This form is to be completed by each contestant and submitted before the contest to the chief judge at each level of competition.





�
�
�
�
�
�
�
2.�
Your e-mail address:�
�
�
�
�
3.�
Club name and number:�
�
�
�
�
4.�
City in which you reside:�
�
�
�
�
5.�
Occupation:�
�
6.�
Employer:�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
7.�
Interests:�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
8.�
Notable accomplishments:�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
9.�
Your speech title:�
�
�
�
�
10.�
Offices held in your Club, District, or Toastmasters International:�
�
�
�
�
11.�
Name and address of community newspaper and/or company publication:�
�
�
�
�






Speech Contestant�Biographical Information





Please return this biographical information before	to the contest chairperson if you are participating in a club, area, division, district, or regional speech contest, or to World Headquarters for the International contest.





1. Your full name, address, and telephone number (s):   	
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Speech Contest Time Record Sheet�and Instructions for Timers
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There shall be at least two timers, one of whom shall be provided with a stopwatch by the chief judge. They shall keep the official record of the time�of each contestant's presentation.


The timers shall provide green, amber and red warning signals, which shall be clearly visible to the speakers, but not obvious to the audience. Any�sightless contestant may request and must be granted a form of warning signal of his or her own choosing, which may be an audible device; the contestant must provide any special device required for such signal.


Any contestant is disqualified whose presentation time is less than the minimum time or more than the maximum time indicated below. No signal�shall be given to indicate that a presentation has gone into overtime. In the event of technical failure of the signals, a contestant is allowed 30 seconds�extra overtime before being disqualified.


Timing will begin with the contestant's first definite verbal or non-verbal communication with the audience. This will usually be the first word�uttered by the contestant, but would include any other communication such as sound effects, a staged act by another person, etc.


Following are the timing rules for each contest. No more than one signal color may be displayed at any time.


International Speech Contest: Speech length is five to seven minutes; a speaker will be disqualified if he or she speaks under four minutes, 30 seconds�or more than seven minutes, 30 seconds. The green signal will be displayed at five minutes. The amber signal will be displayed at six minutes. The red�signal will be displayed at seven minutes and will remain displayed until the speech ends.


Humorous Speech Contest: Speech length is five to seven minutes; a contestant will be disqualified for speaking less than four minutes, 30 seconds or�more than seven minutes, 30 seconds. The green signal will be displayed at five minutes. The amber signal will be displayed at six minutes. The red�signal will be displayed at seven minutes and remain displayed until the speech ends.


Evaluation Speech Contest: Evaluation length is two to three minutes; a contestant will be disqualified for speaking less than one minute, 30 seconds�or more than three minutes, 30 seconds. The green signal will be displayed at two minutes. The amber signal will be displayed at two minutes, 30 sec-�onds. The red signal will be displayed at three minutes and remain displayed until the evaluation ends.


Table Topics Speech Contest: Speech length is two minutes; a contestant will be disqualified for speaking less than one minute or more than two�minutes, 30 seconds. The green signal will be displayed at one minute. The amber signal will be displayed at one minute, 30 seconds. The red signal�will be displayed at two minutes and remain displayed until the speech ends.


Tall Tales Speech Contest: Speech length is three to five minutes; a contestant will be disqualified for speaking less than two minutes, 30 seconds or�more than five minutes, 30 seconds. The green signal will be displayed at three minutes. The amber signal will be displayed at four minutes. The red�signal will be displayed at five minutes and remain displayed until the end of the speech.


Record each contestant's presentation time on the form above. Circle any time which disqualifies the contestant. Submit the completed form to the�Chief Judge immediately following the last presentation.





CONTESTANT�
PRESENTATION TIME�
�
�
MINUTES�
SECONDS�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Counter's Tally Sheet
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This tally sheet should be given to the chief judge. The chief judge should provide the chairman the names of first,�second, and third (if appropriate) place contestants. The balance of the information is confidential and not to be�made available as general information.





NAME OF 


CONTESTANT














          NAME OF JUDGE


1.�2.�3.�4.�5.�6.�7.�8.�9.�10.





1.	From each ballot collected, enter on this tally sheet:


a.	3 points for FIRST place


b.	2 points for SECOND place


c.	1 point for THIRD place.


After results from all ballots have been entered, compute totals.


Check the Timer's Report. If any contestants were disqualified by the chief judge for speaking under time or overtime, strike their names from the�results.


If tie results, refer to Tiebreaking Judge's Ballot.


Enter winners as follows:


1st Place Winner 	


2nd Place Winner	


3rd Place Winner ��������������  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________


6.	On a separate sheet of paper, submit the names of the winners to the chairman or the person who will announce the results. Clearly specify first,�second, and third (if appropriate) place next to the corresponding names.











Notification of Contest Winner





Immediately following a speech contest, please complete this form and send it to the contest chairman of the�next level, if applicable..





Contest level (Circle One): Club, Area, Division, District, Regional (for the International Speech Contest only)





Date:	 Name of Contest:	


Winner:


Name: 	


Club No.:	 District: 	


Address:	





Telephone (day):	(evening):	


E-mail address: 	


Alternate:


Name: 	


Club No.:	 District: 	


Address:	





Telephone (day):	(evening):	


E-mail address: 	





Submission of this information is certification that the winner and alternate are qualified for participation in the next level speech contest by meeting�the eligibility requirements* set forth in the Speech Contest Rules for this contest.


Submitted by    	


Title    	


Telephone (day)    	


(evening)    	


E-mail address      _________________________________________________________





* To be eligible to compete in any International, Evaluation, Humorous, Tall Tales, and Table Topics speech contests, an individual must be a Toastmaster in good standing of a club in good standing. For the International Speech Contest a contestant must also have completed at least six speech projects in the Competent Communication manual prior to the club contest; this requirement is waived only for a charter member of a club chartered since July 1. The club must be officially chartered prior to the area contest.


The following are ineligible for competition in any speech contest: incumbent international officers and directors or candidates for these offices; district officers (district governor, immediate past district governor, any lieutenant governor, secretary, treasurer, public relations officer, division governor, or area governor) whose terms expire June 30;�district officers or announced candidates for the term beginning the upcoming July 1; presenters of educational sessions at the area, division, and district event at which the contest will be held. An individual may not be a judge at any level for a contest in which they are still competing. For the International Speech Contest, presenters of educational sessions at regional conferences and/or the International Convention as well as past first place winners at the international level may not compete at any level.


For the International Speech Contest, Toastmasters who are members in more than one club and who meet all other eligibility requirements may compete in each club contest in which membership in good standing is held. However, should they win more than one club contest, they can represent only one of the clubs at the area level.�No contestant can compete in more than one area contest, even if the two areas are in different divisions or different districts. For Evaluation, Humorous, Tall Tales, and Table Topics contests, Toastmasters who are members in more than one club and who meet all other eligibility requirements may compete in each club contest in which membership in good standing is held. However, should they win more than one club contest, they can represent only one of�the clubs at the area level. No contestant can compete in more than one area contest, even if the two areas are in different divisions.


Contestants must maintain eligibility at all levels of any contest. If at any level it is discovered that a contestant was ineligible to compete at any previous level, the contestant must be disqualified even if the ineligibility is not discovered until a later level and has been corrected.
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Content (50%)


SPEECH DEVELOPMENT is the way the speaker puts ideas together so the audience can understand them.�The speech is structured around a purpose, and this structure must include an opening, body and conclusion. A good speech immediately engages the audience's attention and then moves forward toward a significant conclusion. This development of the speech structure is supported by relevant examples and illustrations, facts and figures, delivered with such smoothness that they blend into the framework of the speech to present the audience with a unified whole.





EFFECTIVENESS is measured in part by the audience's reception of the speech, but a large part is your subjective judgement of how the speech came across. You should ask yourself such questions as "Was I able to determine the speaker's purpose?" "Did the speech relate directly to that purpose?" "Was the audience's interest held by the speaker?" "Was this speech subject appropriate for this particular audience?"





SPEECH VALUE justifies the act of speaking. The speaker has a responsibility to say something meaningful and original to the audience. The listeners should feel the speaker has made a contribution to their thinking.�The ideas should be important ones, although this does not preclude a humorous presentation of them.





Delivery (30%)


PHYSICAL presentation of a speech carries part of the responsibility for effective communication. The speaker's appearance should reinforce the speech, whether profound, sad, humorous, instructional. Body language should support points through gestures, expressions and body positioning. Makes effective use of and stays within designated speaking area.


VOICE is the sound that carries the message. It should be flexible, moving from one pitch level to another for emphasis, and should have a variety of rate and volume. A good voice can be clearly heard and the words easily understood.





MANNER is the indirect revelation of the speaker's real self as the speech is delivered. The speaker should speak with enthusiasm and assurance, showing interest in the audience and confidence in their reactions.


Language (20%)


APPROPRIATENESS of language refers to the choice of words that relate to the speech purpose and to the particular audience hearing the speech. Language should promote clear understanding of thoughts and should fit the occasion precisely.





CORRECTNESS of language ensures that attention will be directed toward what the speaker says, not how it is said. Proper use of grammar and correct pronunciation will show that the speaker is the master of the words being used.








JUDGE'S CODE OF ETHICS


Judges will consciously avoid bias of any kind in selecting first, second and third place contestants. They will not consider any contestant's club, area, division or district affiliation. Nor will they consider any contestant's age, sex, race, creed, national origin, profession or political beliefs. They will demonstrate the utmost objectivity.


Judges will not time the speeches and will not consider the possibility of under-time or overtime when judging a contestant's speech.


Judges will support by word and deed the contest rules and judging standards, refraining from public criticism of the contest and revealing scores and ranking only in accordance with official policy.





JUDGING CRITERIA








